
 
                The Gospel of Matthew          Class 5 
 “Whenever religion becomes a depressing affair of burdens and prohibitions, it ceases to be true religion.” 

-  William Barclay, The Gospel of Matthew 
 
Review: The Covenants & The History of the Jewish People 
God’s relationship with man throughout the Old Testament is constantly building up to something greater. 
God wants mankind to be His own and constantly offers pardon to bring the Jewish people back into His light. 
For hundreds and hundreds of years the Jewish people had been waiting for the promised messiah that was 
prophesied before and during the great exile. They were waiting for savior to sprout from the stump of Jesse, 
they were waiting for a suffering servant, they had been told that the House of David would be restored, and 
that a King would come for all the nations. God sent prophets to the Jewish people to prepare the way for this 
savior. The Gospel of Matthew is the Gospel of Fulfilment for the Jewish people. The Gospel of Matthew is at 
great pains to show that all the Old Testament finds its fulfilment in the person and work of Christ. Matthew 
clearly states that on multiple occasions that “this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet.”  The Gospel of Matthew shows that from the tribe of Abraham, to the Nation of Israel, to the 
Kingdom of David, God has come to save his people. 
 
Author – Source – Point of View: Who is Matthew? 
Written in the early 60’s AD, definitely before the fall of the Jerusalem, The Gospel of Matthew was written in 
the “language of the Jewish people.” Literally speaking, this means that the Gospel could very likely have 
been written  in Hebrew and/or Aramaic, although we do not have a copy of those original scrolls. 
Metaphorically speaking, the Gospel was written in a way to attract the attention of a Jewish reader. So 
although Matthew’s primary purpose is the same as the other Evangelists, namely to show that “Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name.” 
Matthew’s other purpose is to show that Jesus of Nazareth, a descendant of David, a descendant of Abraham, 
is the Christ -- Jesus is the Messiah promised and announced in the Old Testament, and that all the Old 
Testament prophesies are fulfilled in Christ.  
 
Of course God is the divine author, but Matthew is the human author. Tradition has it that the evangelist 
Matthew is the Matthew that is called as one of the Twelve. Matthew does not say much about himself, in as 
he is not the focus of his writing. Although we do not know as much about St. Matthew, as we do about St. 
Paul, St. Peter, and St. John, we do know that he had immense joy at being called by Christ to be one of his 
companions. We know that Matthew was a publican, meaning a tax collector, and in normal Jewish society, 
Jews would have had a relatively low opinion of Matthew. Matthew’s familiarity with money and Jewish 
culture is very apparent in his Gospel, as many of the parables has an accountant/transactional tone that would 
only be present through the lens of a Jewish tax collector.  
 
Literary style 
Matthew’s Gospel has a strong sense of literary unity. Every paragraph is written to help paint a detailed 
picture of who Jesus is. As a one becomes more familiar with Matthew’s Gospel the one will notice all subtle 
hints, the hidden symbolism, and additional teaching that develops as the Gospel ties the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus to the Old Testament. Therefore the precision with which Matthew articulates Jesus’ 
teaching comes across very clearly. Of the three synoptic Gospels, Matthew’s gospel is usually the easiest to 
quote (a few exceptions) and gives the best biographical narrative of Jesus.  
 
The Antagonist-  Bad Religious Leaders 
Matthew is very clear in showing that the pharisees, elders, chief priests, and scribes are NOT the fulfilment of 
the Old Testament and are not living according to the law. Nested within all the gospels, especially Matthew’s, 
is a tension between the established religious order and Jesus gospel of charity. Matthew’s Gospel opens up 



with the sermon on the mount in which Jesus is preaching a message that although not contrary to Jewish law, 
is totally absent in the day to day Jewish life of the time. The poor were not blessed, the meek were ignored, 
the merciful weren’t practicing real mercy, the peacemakers caused conflict, and the righteous were the 
gluttoness and power hungry. The miracles and teachings of Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel are designed to show 
that the pharisees failed in the mission and the Jesus is everything and more that what the old Law promised. 
Jesus did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it. This tension between prideful power and humble 
authority extends throughout the entire Gospel. (See the Trial of Jesus) 
 
The Question: Does Jesus have the Authority to be the Messiah? Is he the King of the Jews? 
Does he have a Kingdom? 
An overarching question of Matthew’s Gospel is whether or not Jesus really is the Messiah, and if so where 
does he get his authority. Matthew uses mountains as symbols of authority, and three big examples of 
mountains/hills in which Jesus is shown to have great authority. The first is in chapter 5 when Jesus gives the 
Sermon on the Mount, the second is the mount of Transfiguration, and the final one is Mount Calvary. In each 
of these mountains there is a “build up” to establish that Jesus has great authority and has a “kingdom” of his 
own and that he can relate to the people who are at the base of the mountains were the common folk dwell. 
The pharisees are on fake pedestals of pride, Jesus rests on a natural mountain of authority. Jesus comes down 
to his people, the pharisees and chief priests do not, they make the temple into a den of thieves.  
 
The word “kingdom” is mentioned 51 times in Matthew’s gospel, showing that Jesus is not just here to bring 
back David’s kingdom, but also to be the king of all Kingdoms. (Think New Covenant)  
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